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ACCEPTANCE OF LOSS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Job 1:13-22 

Satan Takes Job's Property and Children 

13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine 

in their oldest brother's house, 14 and there came a messenger to Job and said, “The 

oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell 

upon them and took them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, 

and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was yet speaking, there came 

another and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the 

servants and consumed them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was 

yet speaking, there came another and said, “The Chaldeans formed three groups and 

made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the 

edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was yet 

speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters were eating and 

drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, 19 and behold, a great wind came across 

the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young 

people, and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and 

worshiped. 21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I 

return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the 

Lord.” 

22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 
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“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 

1:21) 

 

Murphy’s Law: Anything that can go wrong will go wrong. Murphy’s Law of Highways: 

The most heavily traveled highways spend the most time under repair. Murphy’s Law of 

Home Repairs: After your hands get dirty from oil, putty, or glue is when your nose 

begins to itch.  Job’s version of Murphy’s Law: Nothing is ever so bad that it can’t get 

worse. 

 

Job had barely received the news of one personal tragedy, when news arrived of yet 

another. Last week, we talked about the hell on earth Job was about to experience. 

And how he would be flying blind. Not knowing why these tragedies happened to 

him. This week, we read about those tragedies. First, he lost all of his wealth. The 

donkeys and camels he needed for transport were stolen by bandits, as well as the 

oxen he needed for farming. Fire fell from the sky and burned up his servants and his 

sheep.  

 

Just when it seemed as if things could not get any worse, they did. A huge wind, a 

storm hit. It knocked flat the house where Job’s sons and daughters were feasting. All 

of them were killed.  

 

When something tragic happens, you have several choices as to how you can 

respond. The most natural response is to turn away from God. To think that in some 

way God is responsible. So, we either decide that’s not possible, there must not be a 

God. Or, in anger we simply decide that we’re through with God. Either way, we turn 

away from Him. 

 

Your second possible choice, and my personal favorite, is to blame the devil. Satan is 

nearly always forgotten when tragedy strikes. But as we can see in the Book of Job, it’s 

the devil who wants sickness and loss and death to come upon us. There’s just one 

problem with blaming Satan for all the bad that happens and crediting God with all 

the good that happens. There’s just one little problem with letting the devil bear the full 

responsibility when it comes to suffering. Such thinking makes it sound like Satan is 

equal to God. Sure, God and Satan are battling it out, but Satan’s power is not equal 
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to God’s. When something bad happens, it’s not as though God wasn’t powerful 

enough to stop it. He is powerful enough to stop tragedy. Nothing happens in this 

world without God’s permission.  

 

So, that brings us to a third choice for how to respond to tragedy. It’s what Job chose. 

He did not blame God. He did not blame the devil, either. Instead, Job spoke those 

shocking words of faith and acceptance, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 

away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) 

 

What made such words possible? Perhaps one clue is in the word name. “Blessed be 

the NAME of the Lord.” God is called by a number of names in this Book of Job, each 

name referring to some attribute of God. One way to understand this is to think of all 

the names we give to water, such as steam, ice, dew, frost, rain, sleet, hail, 

condensation, fog, and snow. The Inuit people of Alaska, northern Canada, and 

Greenland even have several separate words for snow. All of these things I just 

mentioned are basically water, but each word represents a different attribute of 

water. Remember that God has different attributes as well. He’s omniscient, 

omnipresent, and omnipotent. Well, these different attributes are represented by the 

various names of God used in the Old Testament. Like the name for God that Job uses 

in this shocking statement of faith and acceptance. Yahweh, translated as Lord. 

Yahweh was the name God called Himself, when He spoke to Moses through the 

burning bush. We might say that this name speaks of God’s omnipresence. The name 

Yahweh or Lord reminds you that God is present with you that He deals with you on a 

personal basis.  

 

What meaning this had for Job in his suffering! Another name Job used for God is one 

that appears more in the Book of Job than in the rest of the Old Testament altogether. 

El Shaddai. God Almighty. The omnipotent God. Which would remind Job that God 

was in control. Which helped Job to accept what had happened. Not with blaming. 

Not with a grudge. Not with bitterness. Acceptance. Which didn’t mean that what 

had happened was good or that it didn’t hurt. Acceptance simply means I can’t 

change it. God is in control. God is El Shaddai. 
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Yet one more name for God appears more times in Job than in all the rest of the Old 

Testament put together. Eloah. God goes up. God takes people who are down and 

raises them up. Eloah takes what is dead and raises it to new life. This name of God 

reminds you that no matter what suffering you’re going through, it’s not the end of the 

story. The final word in the midst of death is resurrection. Satan is not a second god. He 

is not equal to God in power. Satan is defeated by Eloah, who on Easter Sunday raised 

Jesus from death, bringing life from death, bringing resurrection out of suffering. The 

God who raises up those who are down helped Job to accept what had happened 

and to accept it with hope. In the hope that this suffering was not the end. It was not 

the end of the story. 

 

These names for God reminded Job of what God is like. Enabling him to say, “The Lord 

gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the NAME of the Lord.” For us, all of 

these names are expressed in the name, Jesus. THE name that enables us to accept 

suffering with hope, to thank God for His gifts while they are ours and to release them 

when the time comes to let them go. Believing that He shall graciously give us all 

things, for He did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all. (Romans 8:31-32)     

 

Amen 


